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Biographical/Historical note

The Committee on Appropriations was created in 1865. The Constitution of the United States specifies
that "All billsfor raising revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives, but the Senate may
propose or concur with amendments as on other bills." The earliest appropriations bills were written

by select committees on instruction from the Committee of the Whole House, and later ones by the
standing Committee on Ways and Means. Increased demands for revenue and appropriations as a result

of the Civil War combined to produce a tremendous workload for the Ways and Means Committee.
Today, the committee is tasked with the appropriation of revenue for the support of the Government;
rescissions of appropriations contained in appropriation Acts; transfers of unexpended balances; and bills
and joint resolutions reported by other committees that provide new entitlement authority as defined in the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974.

Administrative Information

Publication I nfor mation

Center for Legidlative Archives, National Archives and Records Administration

Conditions Gover ning Access nhote
The records are governed by Rule V1I(3)b of the House Rules:

(b) (1) A record shall immediately be made available if it was previously made available for public use
by the House or a committee or a subcommittee. (2) An investigative record that contains personal data
relating to a specific living person (the disclosure of which would be an unwarranted invasion of personal
privacy), an administrative record relating to personnel, or arecord relating to a hearing that was closed
under clause 2(g)(2) of rule X1 shall be made available if it has been in existence for 50 years. (3) A
record for which atime, schedule, or condition for availability is specified by order of the House shall

be made available in accordance with that order. Except as otherwise provided by order of the House,
arecord of acommittee for which atime, schedule, or condition for availability is specified by order of
the committee (entered during the Congress in which the record is made or acquired by the committee)
shall be made available in accordance with the order of the committee. (4) A record (other than arecord
referred to in subparagraph (1), (2), or (3)) shall be made available if it has been in existence for 30 years.
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